[image: image1.jpg]



Thank you for presenting our original musical adaptation, The Musical Tale of Peter Rabbit. To help you make your event successful, we’ve prepared the following media releases and program information. Please use them anywhere and anytime you promote our program. Just like our GIANT puppets, we want your event to be a HUGE success. 

This packet contains two sample media releases (one standard length and one abbreviated version), lots of background information on the show and our company, and a sample flyer suitable for photocopying. How to use these: 
· Using your own letterhead, simply copy our text and fill in the highlighted blanks. Send to your local newspapers, magazines, and televisions stations.

· Use the abbreviated version to send to the attention of the Events/ Calendar Editor at your local media. You can also adapt this version to create flyers for distribution to schools and daycare centers.

· Use flyer page as a Word document to type in your information and print via your printer or copy machine. It’s an easy, inexpensive flyer you can distribute quickly. 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Color and black-and-white photographs from the show are available in digital and 35mm format. Digital photos are available on our website www.PuppetWorld.com as high-resolution jpg images or in TIF format on our marketing CD. Our website also holds a wealth of information about this show and our company that you may find useful in promoting our shows. 

If you have a specific photographic need, please call us at (813) 659-0659 or visit our website, www.PuppetWorld.com.  

STUDY GUIDES

Our study guides are available to sponsors and are a tremendous asset to education partners. Use them in conjunction with your promotional materials to schools and provide to teachers prior to attending performances as an aid to lesson planning. Highly rated by teachers across the nation, Bits ‘N Pieces education resource guides provide pre-performance discussion topics, story background, lesson activities and are the perfect post-performance complement to helping children develop their appreciation for the arts. 

Guides may be obtained from the TEACHERS section of our website, www.PuppetWorld.com or by calling Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre at (813) 659-0659.

On with the show! 

Jerry Bickel, Director, Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact <insert your organization’s name, contact person, phone number>

Kids Get Giant Giggles at Peter Rabbit 

The <place of performance> hosts “The Musical Tale of Peter Rabbit” a lively and colorful musical production for young audiences featuring the nine-foot-tall body puppets and a host of other characters from the internationally acclaimed Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre.

Dapper, young Peter Rabbit believes he knows better than Mama Rabbit. Ignoring her warnings he is determined to go to Farmer McGregor’s forbidden garden. Peter slips away from the drudgery of chores on a musical adventure to the paradise carrot patch. He’s sure no harm will come to him as he gives in to the temptation of the farmer’s prize vegetables. Peter not only gets a taste of fresh vegetables but also of life and the perils of trespassing. 

Children will be delighted as they watch the thoroughly Scottish Farmer McGregor in hot pursuit of that rascal Peter Rabbit. Little Peter, played by live actress Holli Rubin, hops, scampers and finally eludes the towering farmer. Peter makes his way to safety aided by a cat-chasing dogfish but loses his brand new shoes and jacket. Sheepishly, he faces the music with Mama Rabbit and manages to save his own tail when he admits he’s learned a valuable lesson – “It’s better to be good than bad!”

The show, which took nearly two years to construct, is filled with singing, dancing and giant fun. The beloved Peter Rabbit tale is one of eleven original musical productions created by Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre based in Tampa, Florida. Bits ‘N Pieces is known especially for its giant body puppets who have danced across U.S. stages for 24 years and made 14 international appearances, most recently at the 7th International Puppet Festival of Puppet Arts in the Czech Republic. 

“The Musical Tale of Peter Rabbit” is presented locally by <your organization’s name>. Performances are <date> at <time> at <place of performance>. Tickets are $<price> and are available by calling <your telephone>.
Bits 'N Pieces is sponsored by the Arts Council of Hillsborough County, Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners, Florida Division of Cultural Affairs, Florida Arts Council, the National Endowment for the Arts & YOU!
###

Photo opportunities and interviews are available to media organizations. Please call <your organization, telephone and/or email information>. Digital photos and art are also available. 

MEDIA RELEASE

Contact: <insert your name, phone number>
Photos and photo opportunities available.

Mama Knows Best for This Rascal Rabbit

<Your Organization’s Name> Presents The Musical Tale of Peter Rabbit
Nine-foot tall giant puppets dominate the stage in the classic Musical Tale of Peter Rabbit at <insert your facility name>. Children will delight in the lively musical action with these larger-than-life puppets performed by the internationally acclaimed Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre. This toe-tapping musical production features four towering nine-foot-tall dancing puppets, live actor Holli Rubin, and a host of other singing and dancing characters. 

Dapper young Peter Rabbit wants to work on his night vision and knows fresh veggies are just the ticket. He sneaks away from blackberry-picking chores against his mother’s advice and heads for adventure in Farmer McGregor’s prize vegetable garden. During a high-spirited chase, Peter loses his new jacket and narrowly escapes McGregor’s wrath. He soon realizes Mama knows best and returns home to face the music. It’s better to be good than bad -- a valuable lesson for the mischievous star of one of childhood’s most beloved tales.

SHOW: 
The Musical Tale of Peter Rabbit
EVENT DATES: 
<insert your performance dates> 

LOCATION: 
<insert your address and/or directions>

TICKETS: 
<insert your ticket cost and/or phone number>
RESERVATIONS: 
<insert your phone number>

# # #

The Musical Tale of Peter Rabbit 

An original adaptation by Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre

Little rascal Peter Rabbit yearns for adventure outside his comfortable burrow with siblings Flopsy, Mopsy and Cottontail. Believing he’s smarter than everyone else and ignoring his mama’s warnings, Peter slips away from the drudgery of blackberry-picking chores. Sporting his new jacket and shoes, he sets off to explore the forbidden garden of Farmer McGregor. 

The adventure takes off when Peter slips under the garden gate and gorges himself on tasty, fresh veggies. His gluttony brings a terrible aching stomach and Peter realizes there’s nothing worse than giving in to greedy cravings. It’s at that moment Farmer McGregor hears his cries and gives chase to the lovable, long-eared thief. 

First losing his shoes and then his new coat, Peter narrowly escapes the farmer’s wrath but is lost in the garden. His pleas for help are ignored by the field mouse but the colorful dogfish chasing a cat points the way to safety. Peter realizes Mama Rabbit knew best and scampers home to her welcoming arms. Reflecting on his misguided adventure, Peter learns an important lesson, “It’s better to be good than bad!” 

Behind the Scenes
Music 
Pegg Callahan

Lyrics 
Jerry Bickel

Puppets 
Holli Rubin

Stage Direction
Jerrod Bogard

Choreography 
Rick Costello

Scenery 
Chuck Majewski

On Stage
HOLLI RUBIN, Artistic Director, Actress portraying "Peter"
A graduate of the University of South Florida, Holli Rubin is the company’s performer extraordinaire and master puppet builder. She has taken the company on 14 international tours to Asia and Europe. As master puppet builder for Bits 'N Pieces since 1977, she has created puppets for 16 productions, including 52 giant puppets for 11 shows.  In addition she is responsible for costumes, maintenance of repertoire, tour management, dance director, training and sponsor relations.  Holli develops and leads all Bits 'N Pieces' on-site arts-in-education programs presented on tour as well. She has been profiled in Off the Wall, Hillsborough Television's national, award-winning series about artists and their process. Most recently she has served as a juror at the 9th International Festival of Puppet Arts in the Czech Republic. 
Background on Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre 

America’s Giant Puppet Company

Specializing in the art of puppetry, Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre has produced 11 original, musical adaptations of classic children’s literature. Millions of children in the United States, Asia, and Europe have seen their productions that feature our hallmark nine-foot-tall giant puppets. 

The company was founded in 1973 in a Tampa, Florida studio by Executive Director Jerry Bickel. Artistic Director Holli Rubin joined him in 1976. In the beginning they used traditional forms of puppetry, combining as many as ten types of puppets in one production. It was while performing in large theatres that the concept of nine-foot-tall puppets was inspired. 

The experiment with these towering, fanciful creations was so successful that the giant body puppet became the company's larger-than-life hallmark. Now the giants perform in each of the company's original musical adaptations of classic children's literature. From script and design to actual building and choreography, it takes nearly two years to produce each complete giant puppet production. 

Today, these unique musical productions may be seen in a variety of venues. The troupe, along with Bits ‘N Pieces larger-than-life puppets, has entertained audiences in Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan, Taiwan, Trinidad and the Czech Republic. The giant puppet exhibition, Got No Strings, has been installed in museums in Evansville, Indiana (U.S. premiere), Munich, Germany and around the U.S.A. The exhibition showcases the artistry and craftsmanship of Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre within a 4,000-square-foot exhibition of the giant puppets. 

Bits 'N Pieces is sponsored by the Arts Council of Hillsborough County, Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners, Florida Division of Cultural Affairs, Florida Arts Council, the National Endowment for the Arts & YOU!
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	The Musical Tale of Peter Rabbit

Join Peter and the nine-foot-tall giants of Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre!
It’s a HUGE Show Filled Singing, Dancing, Laughter, 
and Enormous Fun for Everyone! 

	<Who, What, When Where, How Much 

Paste your performance information here.>








