When Jerry Bicke! and Holi Bubim wanl insgira-
tiom, they need ga no further then ther own D
backyand, A few sleps aulside thesr home is the daoe
intn PuppetWorld, a custom designed puppet theaser
space, batter descnbed by Bickal &= “a studio filed o
the rafters with magc.”

The magic is craaled by exireardinary 9-foot pug
pets designad and soulpled by Rubin far thair Bits '™
Pieces Puppet Theatre comgany, These are not ganty
warn theater props, beloved by children far decades,
bt msaum worthy soulpfures and works al art, The
(Queen of Hearls wih the White Rabhbit, the Mad Hatter
nelaposed nexd be Jose Gaspar and a 9-fool mermaid,
Rip Van Winkie and the Snow Cueen, 8 figures from
lairy Lakes made liberally larger than Be

The PuppetWorkd theater dozan't stand alone on
Ihe properly. What can only be described as a magc
sehoal bus Bicksl refurbished sevwral VOIS 3RO, e
sides nearty as another puppet theater space designed
for the coupke's hand puppets, While Puppetord
affers wonderful acoustics and performance space
for the 9-foot puppets, the school bus is & child-sized
theater where puppets and audence can interact.

PuppetWorkd— a studio, a theater, a workshop
and source af irspiration— & the |=test evalution in
the love story of Backed and Rubin with puppets and
mupped theales, Tha two met more than 30 yaars ag
gt a University of Connecticut puppet festival, “We im

Above, Holli Rubin shows off a fes of ber gigantic creations. Righd, Jerry Bickel
rehearses with several marioneties for am spooming perfermance of Hansel and Gratal,

A logal'couple keeps alive the age-old
art of puppetry in a large way.
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medialefy started producing puppets end puppet show
after puppet show,” Bickel relales

Ther rales were easily defined

Rubin immedalely became the puppat sculptor for
the company, Her background in heater and dance bad
har bo become artistic director and parformer with e
puppets, a5 well

Bickal concentrated on the scripting and handwork
N gave us bwa differend areas o work in,” he says

n the pasd thiee decades, Bickel and Rubs hawe
fravedied bo festivals and educational warksheps arcund
the warld and perioem regularly soross thie Southesrst

Al Bits "N Fiecas works bagn as famiiar fairy
tales, Backa's rok in Ihe compeany & the storyielles; as
the writer of the stary and
Iyrics he speaks about the
impartance of choosing
a Lale; “A0 good stonylel
Brs &e revicionists,” he
claims. “We adapt the
tale to what is imporiant
right nowe. We have sbways
ebuick with urmersal
themas and marals, |
hawe tried ! Ay
fram ransikory piacas and
chaose warks That will
stand the test of time,

1 takeas @ year far Bickal and Rubin to put & puppst
show together, from script fo completed puppets in cos-
Tume. Ower lhe lasl threa decades, they have cresfed 11
giant puppet mushcals with 52 gant puppet charac
n thousands of parformances locally and nationally.

Wnena a0 they go from hera?

FPuppet balial. Ever evolving, the company is reir
freducing small puppels back inta the performances
ard will ppen "Petruska® in January with The Florida
Orchaslnd an & spinning stage. Onginally 2 ballet about
three puppats that come o life, “Petruska” will be a
mix of giant puppels and a cast of small marioneitas

Bicked, the puppetees, canwork as many & laur
rmdricnettas at the same time. 11's & skill which will sars
hirry weedl Sor Their fall progact,
puppef opers, & manonstie
perfarmance of “Piratas
of Pengance”

Ha hapes it will be a
magizal Infrogicton for schoo
chikiren o opara

Wigit ihe Bits ‘N Places
b sife af www ptippehvond,
fo i Aol penfarmane
s (F fEEnE our
spod for the upcoming Pupnst
Batet fan. 712 with The
Flanda Orchasira,




HOW ARE THEY MADE?

Hew the giant pappets are made is 2 cammaon gasssion.

Hedil Reubin, the company's puppet soulptor, s3ys “the most
impartant thing s e s2ory. 1 always read the seripl Hred te figere
out the characier anid persenality of the puppat.” She keeps an
Image betnd of featuras, amimad and human, 34 all limes 19 inspire
her bafere she Begins,

DRen, a whele production of charsciers is boing created ai
thee samin time, sometimas as many a5 5ix puppeds. Rubiln creates
on an armature, of framevari, of Slyrofoam, chicien wire,
whixtaver is neadad to form tee owersized pupped head asd covers
it in modetieg clay.

She shapes the face, taking care io changs e physical
pxpression siightly irom one side te the other, to give the audience
a sense of ckange of Expression 33 e puppel meves. She creates
deep packels in the clay, shadows on the fisished product,

The clay head is cowsred with aluminum Fail, smoplbed,
and cowarad again with her choice of grease. Celastic, a plastic
maclhe, is applied a5 the finad siep belore (B2 drying process,
which is only a day or two,

Ruféin cuts the facs from the form snd resssembies i halr
may have been imhadded befere the and process, o she will
choese o wig for the chasactar. The head i sent o 2 moving pans
expart to put in spring mechanisms or the mechanics seeded te
ke the facial features move.

58ilL, thara is more work io he dese. Crossbheams and
Bacihones ane built and inserted into the giani peppet, fabric is
saleciad and sewn (or the coslumas,

“Since | do all the characters together, it is hard 1o estimabe
the lame it takee,” Rubin nodes, “Probaldy, if you broke ot all ewul— M
waould take ahout four months to create one puppat.”

Each linished peppet weighs (rom 40 to B0 pounds.

Whan not onstage or awaiting a performance in PuppetWerid,
Rubiin's glant puppets kawe been exbibited in solo sxhibitiens and
museums around 15 world

Rubdn, [nher warkshop, begins adding paint ta starl

bringjng the Dueen of Hearts to I, The glani puppei

Ii’w [ 3 prodection of Alice im Wonderland
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